UNC Teaching and Learning with Technology Collaborative
Workshop Outline: Finding and Using Electronic Resources
from Discipline-Based Collections
Workshop Description
In this workshop, we’ll start by discovering where to look for collections of online teaching and learning resources intended for specific academic disciplines. After that, we’ll go over a two step approach for selecting appropriate learning materials. These steps include 1) finding materials in discipline-based collections that relate to instructional goals, and 2) determining which materials are most suitable based on the learning context in which they’ll be used. Finally, we’ll consider strategies for incorporating the chosen materials into face-to-face, blended, and fully online courses.

Welcome

About the presenter

Download collections handout from TLT Conference web site
Part 1: Discipline-Based Resource Collections

Course-independent learning resources

Multi-disciplinary collections

· Example: MERLOT

· Notice: Portals, descriptive information including reviews, personal collections

· To know: Kinds of resources (reference material, simulations…)

· Self-contained learning experiences vs. other kinds of materials

· Web-based vs. downloadable (e.g., Java applets)

Collections for individual disciplines

· Examples: MathDL, EcEdWeb
· NSDL project has assisted with development of many STEM collections

· Notice: Browse and search different for each; some easier to use than others

About learning resource collections

· To know: Repositories vs. referatories

OpenCourseWare and related

Examples

· MIT OpenCourseWare

· Connexions

Explore collections of interest
Part 2: Selecting Appropriate Learning Materials

Relating to instructional goals
Focus on objectives and learning outcomes, rather than type of material (e.g., animation, quiz)

· First round goal: Develop a pool to choose from, selecting materials based on…

· Content: What is it about?

· Suitable for student population: Target audience?

· Merit: Is it any good? Says who? (using collections with reviews)

Scenario 1: Course planning – explore, see what’s out there

· Strategy: Browse

Scenario 2: Course in progress – need to address a specific topic

· Strategy: Search

· To know: Find balance between too specific and too broad

Try it

· Consider a possible instructional goal

· Select a collection

· Search or browse
Relating to the learning context
Focus on evaluating the resources in your first round pool, in context…

· Pedagogical suitability

· Is it useful given objectives and learning outcomes?

· What are the students’ interests and abilities?

· How and where might students interact with the material? Does the description include ideas for use?

· Is the material easy to use, both for you and for the students? Is it designed as an educational material? How much instructor guidance will be needed?

· Technical suitability

· Fit with classroom, lab, and/or student computing environment

· Will it work with your course management system? Does it need to?

· Other issues

· Cost

· Use restrictions

Try it

· With a partner, evaluate one of the materials found in the first round

Part 3: Incorporating Materials Into Courses

Possible contexts: face-to-face, blended, fully online

· In class vs. outside of class

· Use to be on campus vs. off campus

Usage considerations

· Student capabilities: Expertise, tools, bandwidth

· Is the material at a remote site? On a local server? Available within your course management system?

Elements of successful assignments (see appendix in notetaking handout)

· Background information: What should students already know?

· Clear directions on how to use the resource: Where is it? What interaction is required?

· Learning activities: What should students get from the experience?

· Assessment criteria: How will performance be evaluated?

Try it

· With a partner, develop ideas for using the material previously discussed

Wrap-Up / Q&A
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